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THE RETELLING OF WAVES
Watercolour | 100 x 150 cm | 2019
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INSTALLATION VIEW
Goteborgs Konstmuseum | Gothenburg | Sweden | 2019 (Photo by Charlotte Hammar)
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SHADOW BEFORE MY EYES
Watercolour | 164 x 120 cm | 2019
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BOUND TO APPEAR
Watercolour | 150 x 100 cm | 2019
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DELIVERANCE
Watercolour | 112 x 142 ¢cm | 2018
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MARTHA OSSOWSKA PERSSON
OCH DET STORA

Stor konst har genom historien férknippats med
alit fran sékandet efter hégre, gudomliga vérden
till férundran och fruktan. Kallan till storheten har
férmodats utgdras av saval ljus som morker, skréck-
injagande natur som sjalvbevarelsedrift.

Ossowska Perssons konst placerar sig i en tradition
av storhet, samtidigt som den tanjer pd densamma.
Motiven ar hamtade fran det som &r allra narmast:
hander, fingrar, veck, munnar. Anad kan betraktaren
med en rysning fornimma aterklangen av det sublima
nar vi

férlorar oss

i dessa flatade, intrasslade, landskap av hud.

Att det ar en frGga om férlust ér bortom tvivel. Infor
Ossowska Perssons bildvarld forlorar vi bade kontroll
och métt. Hur da?

Forsta intrycket ar att manniskan tycks komma oss
for nara. All denna hud. En excess av narhet nar
det oerhért bekanta plétsligt framstér som radikalt
frammande. En skalférskjutning tycks ha agt rum,
proportionerna har férvanskats. Eller? Inte enbart.
Ty huden @r kroppens storsta organ. Huden skulle
vaga 4 kg pa en vag och uppta 2 kvm om den veckla-
des ut - ungefdar lika stor plats som en av Ossowska
Perssons bilder. Bilderna uppvisar skalférskjutningar,
men samtidigt: en skoningslés skalenlighet.

Hennes storhet ar, med andra ord, bokstavlig. Den
ager ocksa ett sallsamt djup, ty den stracker sig
nerat och bakdt till skriftkonstens barndom, en tid
da hud anvandes som skriftunderlag. Denna ma-
terialens och underlogens historia tycks traderas
taktilt genom fingrarna som sammanflatats, han-
derna, och hudvecken i bilderna.

Kusligt? Ja. Stort? Utan tvekan.

Insikten som slar mig ar svindlonde: ott skaran
som doljs mellan tummen och handflatan rymmer
manniskans outplanliga langtan efter att uttrycka sig.

Maro Lee, nov 2019

MARTHA OSSOWSKA PERSSON
AND GREATNESS

Throughout history, great art has been associated
with everything from the search for higher, divine
values, to awe and fear. The source of greatness has
been presumed to be made up of light and darkness,
as well as terrifying forces of nature and the survival
instinct.

Ossowska Persson's art positions itself in a tradition
of greatness, and at the same time stretches this
tradition. The motifs stem from what is closest to us:
hands, fingers, folds, mouths. Yet the viewer can still,
with a shiver, perceive an echo of the sublime as we

lose ourselves
in these interwoven, tangled up, landscapes of skin.

That there is a question of loss is beyond doubt.
Before Ossowska Persson's visual world, we lose both
control and measure. How?

The first impression is that humanity seems to come
too close to us. All this skin. A surplus of proximity
in which the familiar suddenly appears radically
foreign. A displacement of scale seems to have oc-
curred, the proportions are distorted. Or are they?
Not entirely. For the skin is the body's largest organ.
The skin would weigh 4 kg on the scales and cover
2 sq m if it was unfolded - about the same area
as Ossowska Persson's images. They show dis-
placements of scale, certainly, but at the same time:
a ruthless fidelity to scale.

Her greatness is, in other words, literal. It also con-
tains a singular depth, since it reaches downwards
and backwards to the infancy of writing, a time when
the skin was used as a surface for writing. This history
of materials and surfaces is seemingly passed on in
a tactile manner through her images of interwoven
fingers and hands, and the skin's creases.

Uncanny? Yes. Showing greatness? Without doubt.

The insight that strikes me is astounding: that the
hidden slit between the thumb and the palm of the
hand contains humanity's indelible longing for self-
expression.

Mara Lee, Nov 2019
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INTO THI:: HIDEOUS HIDDEN

Cecilia Hillstrom Gallery | Stockholm | Sweden | 2018 (Photo by Jean Baptiste Béranger)
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THE HIDEOUS HIDDEN
Watercolour | 152 x 112 ¢cm | 2018
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THE SOUND OF FALLING
Watercolour | 111 x 156 cm | 2018
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TRESPASSES
Watercolour | 134 x 95 cm | 2018
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INTO THE HIDEOUS HIDDEN

Cecilia Hillstrom Gallery | Stockholm | Sweden | 2018 (Photo by Jean Baptiste Béranger)



VALAND REVISITED
Strandverket Konsthall | Marstrand | Sweden | 2016 - 2017



Martha Ossowska Persson

A SUSPENSION REVEALED
Watercolour | 176 x 140.5 cm | 2015
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KEEPER AT LAST
Watercolour | 135x 95 cm | 2015



Martha Ossowska Persson

KEEPER AT PLAY
Watercolour | 124 x 91 cm | 2015
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SPLEND!

Ceg’rlﬁa Hillstrom Gallery | StockHol
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THE ONE AND THE OTHER |
Fast Forward | Goteborgs Konsthall | Sweden | 2014




CV - MARTHA OSSOWSKA PERSSON

Born in Gothenburg, Sweden, 1983
hello@marthapersson.com

EDUCATION
2012-2014

2009-2012

2009

2008-2009
2007-2008

2005-2006

Master Programme of Fine Arts, Valand Academy, University of
Gothenburg, Sweden

Bachelor Programme of Fine Arts, Umed Academy of Fine Arts,
Umea University, Sweden

Digital Photography, School of Photography, University of
Gothenburg, Sweden

DOmen Art School - Gothenburg, Sweden

Bachelor Programme School of Architecture, Chalmers University of
Technology, Gothenburg, Sweden

Gothenburg Art School, Gothenburg, Sweden

SELECTED EXHIBITIONS

2019

2019
2018
2016/17
2016
2015
2015
2014
2014
2014

2014
2013

2013
2013
2012
2011

Sten A Olssons Kulturstipendium, Stenasalen, Goteborgs Konstmuseum,
Goteborg

SAK Edition #1, Konstnarshuset, Stockholm

Into the Hideous Hidden, Cecilia Hillstrom Gallery, Stockholm

Valand Revisited, Strandverket Konsthall, Marstrand, Sweden
SWEDISH ART:NOW!, Sven-Harrys Konstmuseum, Stockholm, Sweden
Splendor in the touch, Cecilia Hillstrom Gallery, Stockholm, Sweden
Fredrik Roos Art Grant 2015, Moderna Museet, Malmo, Sweden

Recent Graduates 2014, Affordable Art Fair, Stockholm, Sweden

Group Exhibition at NAU Gallery, NAU Gallery, Stockholm, Sweden
Fast Forward, Group Exhibition, Goteborgs Konsthall, Gothenburg,
Sweden

"Flesh.”, Rotor Gallery, Valand Academy, Gothenburg, Sweden

GIBCA Extended, Goteborg International Biennal For Contemporary
Art, Gothenburg, Sweden

As If Silence(s), Tjoloholms slott, Kungsbacka, Sweden

(In) the belly of the whale, Rotor Gallery, Gothenburg, Sweden
"Relativt Reell” BFA Exhibition, Galleriet, Umed, Sweden

"Impuls”, Original Showroom, Umea, Sweden

GRANTS (SELECTION)

2019 Sten A Olssons Kulturstipendium 2019

2017 Working grant, 1-year, Konstnarsnamden

2016 Goteborgs Stads Kulturstipendium 2016

2015 Fredrik Roos Art Grant 2015

2014 Eric Ericson foundation

2014 Eva and Hugo Bergmans foundation, Royal Academy of Fine Arts
2014 Otto and Charlotte Mannheimers foundation

ASSIGNMENTS
2019 SAK Edition #1 2019, Keeper of the Touch
2016 Jurymember in Konstnarsdrommen, Season 1 - Episode 4, SVT

COLLECTIONS AND REPRESENTATIONS

The Public Art Agency Sweden

Goteborgs Konstmuseum

Varberg Municipality

Skellefted Municipality

Vinges Art Collection

Natur och Kultur Art Collection

Collections in organisations, foundations and private collectors in Sweden
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CONTACT

hello@marthapersson.com
+46 73560 81 82
Sorangen 13
430 84 Styrso
Sweden

www.marthapersson.com
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